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It’s a repetitious sound, hearing the needle quickly going 
in and out of the wool and cushion. With the speed of a 
sewing machine, but the precision of an engineer’s eye, 
artist Michelle Arszman paints  
portraits and scenes from her creative mind using 
natural materials. 

“I started needle felting 12 years ago after attending a workshop in hand arts in 
Central Indiana,” says Michelle. “I fell in love with it because it was a way for me 
to express my creativity in ways that I hadn’t been able to before.”

Needlefelting is the action of creating a three-dimensional object, whether it’s 
a figure or an image. Felting is basically when wool is agitated so that is sticks 
together—Michelle washes the wool sweaters in extremely hot water to felt the 
wool prior to her creations. Then, she uses a needle with small barbs to “agitate” 
the finer into the wool. 

The artist lays a piece of wool or cotton onto a thick cushion and uses the needle 
to position the fiber in shapes and designs by stabbing the fiber into the fabric 
background. Michelle works completely freehand, meaning she doesn’t use a 

Artist Spotlight: Painting 
with Fiber
Michelle Arszman uses natural fibers and upcycled 
materials to bring customers’ pets to life. 
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pattern. If she doesn’t like the way 
a design looks, she just pulls the 
fiber out of the fabric and starts 
over. 

“It’s almost calming sometimes,” 
she says. “I can get lost in a piece 
if I’m really focused, but I also have 
to watch that I don’t stab myself 
in the process.”Michelle sources 
her fiber from small farmers 
from across the country; buying 
off Etsy and at fiber shows she 
attends. The wool is all hand-dyed 
or natural colors, and sometimes 
Michelle even enjoys dying her 
own fiber when she gets the 
opportunity. She’ll also use hair 
from dogs—but she notes that 
some fur works better than others. 
For example, she likes to use fur 
from a Golden Retriever when 
she’s doing a Golden Retriever 
print, as it adds a more genuine 
look and feel to the image. 

Art for Your Shoulders 
and Your Walls

Michelle started creating purses 
using upcycled wool sweaters that 
she collected from thrift stores. To 
upcycle means to reuse objects in 
such a way as to create a product 
of a higher quality or value than 
the original, and Michelle got the 
idea to upcycle sweaters when she 
couldn’t find any wool skirts to use 
for rug hooking. 

“I felt like there had to be 
something that I could do with 
these wool sweaters,” she recalls. 
“So I bought a bunch and took them home, and just messed 
around with them until I figured out how to make purses out 
of them. I’d use cotton fabric I had from my quilting days 
to line the purse, and then reuse handles off of purses also 
found at thrift stores.”

At first, flowers were the object of her focus, but then 
Michelle started to be inspired by the other passions in 
her life—birds and animals. She felt like it a was a natural 
progression to move on to animals, growing up showing and 
breeding dogs with her mother, riding horses with her father, 
and then passing the love of dogs and horses later to her 
daughters. 

The first time Michelle exhibited her canine art was at 

a local Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
National Specialty show, where she 
made pillows and different types of 
purses with Corgis on them to sell 
while her daughter competed at 
the agility trials. 

It was at the shows that Michelle 
attended that she was approached 
to do custom work. Owners fell 
in love with her canine creations, 
but they wanted the pictures to 
represent their beloved dogs. 
So, she started doing custom 
orders that included allowing the 
customer to choose a style (purse, 
wall hanging, pillow, etc.), color of 
the fabric background and their 
favorite image of their dog they 
wanted replicated. After accruing 
a plethora of purses and shoulder 
bags, Michelle looked for a way to 
expand the offerings at her shop, 
All Wooled Up. She came up with 
the idea of wall hangings, both 
with raw edges and using upcycled 
picture frames to create works of 
art for customers to hang on their 
walls. 

“I really enjoy the wall art because 
I can be a little more expressive 
with it, and I can do larger pieces 
like 11 by 15 inches or larger,” she 
says. 

Those more expressive pieces have 
included a series of wild mustangs 
and Indian war ponies, as well as 
her beloved Corgis and Golden 
Retrievers. Recently, three select 
pieces were chosen to hang on 
display as part of a “Horses and 

Art” exhibition at Nickel Plate Arts in Noblesville, Ind., the 
first time Michelle’s artwork was part of an art exhibit. Each 
piece can take approximately a week or two, depending on 
how the muse inspires the artist. Larger pieces of art use 
about two ounces of fiber, while smaller pieces can use about 
one ounce.“It doesn’t sound like a lot, until you actually see 
how much fiber it takes to make an ounce,” says Michelle. 

Michelle hopes that when people see her pieces they not only 
admire from afar, but also admire in their own home. She 
feels her pieces provide warmth from not only the materials, 
but of the love and patience she puts in every piece of art. 

To learn more about Michelle and her shop, All Wooled Up, 
you can visit their website at http://www.allwooledup.com 
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